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Birmingham and Warwickshire Quakers cataloguing project 

Warwickshire and Birmingham have been major centres of Quaker activity since the  mid-
dle of the 17th century and the archive collection of the Central England Area Meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends is a potentially rich resource for the history of  Quakerism 
in the region. It covers the period from the Act of Toleration and the death of the first lead-
ers of the movement, through what is currently understood as periods of ‘Quietist’ and 
‘Evangelical’ Quaker theology, to the Liberal version of Quakerism found in Britain today.  

The collection is also one of the most significant collections received by Birmingham Ar-
chives, Heritage and Photography in recent years for the wider history of Birmingham and 
the West Midlands. Although numerically small, Quakers as a group have been dispropor-
tionately influential in the social, economic, philanthropic and political life of the area. 
Quaker businesses and banks played a leading role in manufacturing, industry, and the 
regional economy. Historically local Quakers have been prominent in local government, 
charitable and philanthropic initiatives, and at the forefront of social, educational and po-
litical reforms. They led the way in kindergarten education, open air schools, Sunday 
schools, adult education for the working classes, and housing reform in the city.  Quaker 
women played a leading part in anti-slavery campaigns (establishing the first and largest 
women’s abolitionist society in Britain) alongside Joseph Sturge, in the Birmingham Wom-
en’s Settlement, and in the suffrage movement locally. The pioneering Birmingham Chil-
dren’s Court, which led to similar provision nationally, and other innovative juvenile justice 
reforms were initiated by local Quakers such as Geraldine Cadbury.  

The collection is closely linked to other major collections of Quaker records held by Bir-
mingham Archives Heritage and Photography including the significant collections of per-
sonal, business and family papers of, for example, Mary Capper, and the Cadbury, Sturge, 
Southall, Albright, Galton, Pumphrey, Gibbins, and Lloyd families. As many individuals from  

Quaker Meetings in Warwickshire, Leicestershire and Staffordshire Quarterly Meeting, 1894, MS 4039. 

these families were prominently involved in the organisational structures of the Society 
nationally and locally, the cataloguing project will enable researchers to compare the official, 
organisational archive with the insights gained from the business and family papers as to 
how Quaker lives were lived in practice.   

The collection will be of interest to anyone researching their Quaker ancestry in Birming-
ham and the West Midlands, as well as those interested in religious history, or who want 
to research the development of Quakerism in the region. For those researching topics such 
as anti-slavery, temperance, penal affairs, housing conditions, peace and conscientious 
objection, war relief work here and abroad (including during World War One, the Spanish 
Civil War and World War Two), or the development of adult education, the collection pro-
vides details of how West Midlands Quakers were involved, both locally and nationally.  
 
The records, covering c. 1660s – 2008, reflect the Society of Friends’ organisational struc-
tures and comprise in the main of the following elements: 

1) Records of the Quarterly Meeting which was the regional meeting, the highest organisa-
tional level below the national Yearly Meeting, from 1675. This covered Warwickshire, and 
at various times, Leicestershire, Rutland and Staffordshire.  
2) Records of the Warwickshire Monthly business Meeting from 1662; it later divides into 
the three Monthly Meetings of Warwickshire North, Middle and South.  
3) Records of the Local/Preparative meetings and their predecessors, including: 
 
Baddesley, Barnt Green, Bournville, Bull St., Cotteridge, Coventry, Dudley, Edgbaston 
(previously George Rd.), Farm St., Fulford Heath, Gooch St., Hall Green, Hartshill, Kings 
Heath (previously Moseley Rd.), Longbridge, Northfield, Redditch, Selly Oak, Shipston, 
Stirchley, Stourbridge, Stourbridge and Dudley, Sutton Coldfield (including Kingstanding), 
Tamworth, Walsall, Warwick (including Leamington), Wigginshill. 
 
The project is funded by a cataloguing grant awarded to Birmingham Archives, Heritage 
and Photography by The National Archives.  

The catalogue will be available to search online and in the Wolfson Centre on floor 4 of 
the Library of Birmingham from summer 2015.  Archival material from the collection can 
be viewed by appointment in the Wolfson Centre. For details of how to make an ap-
pointment, please see http://www.libraryofbirmingham.com/archives.  

Source list: Quaker archive collections 

Please note that this is not a complete list of all material relating to Quakers held by Bir-
mingham Archives, Heritage and Photography but rather a list of the major collections to 
provide a starting point for research in this area. The descriptions given below are sum-
mary titles only and detailed catalogues are available of many of these collections – con-
sult staff for details. 

http://www.libraryofbirmingham.com/archives
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Researchers are also advised to check our online archives catalogue (http://
calmview.birmingham.gov.uk/calmview/) and the various paper indexes and catalogues 
available in the Wolfson Centre. Printed histories, annual reports of organisations etc. 
will be found in the general library catalogue and in the catalogues and indexes to the 
local studies collections in the Heritage Research Area on floor 4. 
 
See Campaigning for Social Justice in the Learning pages on 
www.connectinghistories.org.uk for essays and documents relating to Joseph Sturge, 
the Women’s Anti-Slavery Society, and other sources for Quaker involvement in Anti-
Slavery campaigns. 

Organisational Records: 

SF   Records of the Central England Area Meeting of the Religious Society  of 
 Friends, 17-21st cents 

MS 813   Society of Friends, Pastoral Committee minutes, 1900-1901 

MS 1722  Records of Moseley Friends Hall and Institute, 1899-1978 

MS 2160  Records of the Birmingham Friends Book Society, 1822-1988 

LF 18.6    Records of the Birmingham Friends Essay Society, 1850-1952 

MS 272 Records of Severn Street First Adult Day Schools, 1868-1944 

MS 3173  Records of the Women’s’ Anti-Slavery Society, 1825-1919 

MS 3033  Society of Friends, Birmingham Congregational Lists, 1768-1808 

MS 1536  Records of Bournville Village Trust, 19-20th cents 

MS 1579  Records of the Barrow Cadbury Trust, 20th cent 

MS 2797 Records of Fircroft College, 1890s-1981 

Personal and Family Papers: 

The following collections include a range of documents relating to the families and their 
property and business interests as well as records relating to family members’ partici-
pation in Friends meetings and concerns – for more detailed descriptions of content see 
the catalogues for individual collections. 
 
MS 1509 Albright family papers, 17-20th cents 

MS 1724  Records of Albright & Wilson Ltd., 1841-1940 

MS 857  Papers relating to the Bayes family and others, including the Southall family, 
1807-1978 

MS 1529 Papers relating to Cornelius Boeke and his wife Beatrice nee Cadbury, 1918 - 
1920 

MS 466  Cadbury family papers, 18-20th cents 

MS 675 Papers of Mary Capper (1755-1845) including family papers, tracts etc., 
1668-1837 

MS 3101  Galton family papers, 1250-1882 

MS 3999 E. Gibbins: Records of the Gibbins family, 1911 

MS 3498 Diary of Capt. Arthur E. Impey, gunner, covering the British Army’s advance 
from Albert to Mauberge, 1918 

MS 1061 Humphrey Lloyd papers, 1630s-2001 

MS 4039 Lloyd family papers, 18-20th cent. 

MS 1612  Letters of Alan Scrivener Lloyd c.1900-1914 

MS 2013 Pumphrey and Palmer family papers, c.1839-1950s 

MS 1513  Papers of the Southall and Shorthouse families, 1790s-1990 

MS 588 Notebooks and papers of Joseph Edward Southall, artist (1861-1944) 1876-
1925 

MS 2945  Correspondence between Joseph Southall and Arthur Gaskin, 1904-11 

MS 614 Letters, photographs and historical notes relating to the Sturge family and 
to the Friends Proprietary School at Camp Hill, 1831-20th cent. 

MS 3458 Letters between members of the Quaker community including George 
Bottomley of Ackworth (Yorks) and J.R. Seekings of Birmingham, 1830-1843 

MS 3782/ Letter from Matthew Boulton to Anne Boulton describing a large meeting of 

14/76/8 Quakers which was being held at Truro where his friend Catherine Phillips 
was preaching. He goes on to describe her husband’s funeral, 17 Aug 1785 

MS 4103  Research papers and correspondence of Pamela Williams relating to the 
publication of 'The Birmingham Quaker Trail' leaflet 2008 

http://calmview.birmingham.gov.uk/calmview/
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